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Preparing players for the high school level…

PARENTAL GUIDELINES

In order to create the most positive environment possible for our players to grow, we ask that all parents adhere to the following guidelines when they get involved with our program…

COMMUNICATE

This theme reaches far and wide, and we try to teach it to the kids both on and off the court. As a parent, we ask that you be in contact with us in each of the following situations: running late for practice or a game, when vacations have been booked, when you are greatly concerned with something you have witnessed at a practice or game, or with any issue you feel affects your child.

BE ON TIME

Players who are late for practices or games put additional pressure on both themselves and their teammates. This is also a habit that can hurt them beyond basketball (meetings, job interviews, etc…). We ask that you have your child at all games 30 minutes before tip-off, and 10-15 minutes before practice starts. If you know or realize you are going to be late, please communicate  as soon as possible with the coaches.

SUPPORT ALL PLAYERS

All players are not created equal, this is something our staff does not dispute. With that in mind, be aware that our program does not keep players that are not making some kind of contribution (talent, size, hustle, team spirit, effort, etc…) Under no circumstances will negative talk or bad mouthing of any player in our program be tolerated. A parent who says anything negative about someone else’s child will be warned once and a second instance will result in the IMMEDIATE DISMISSAL of that family from the program. No child plays or behaves flawlessly. Imagine another parent badmouthing your child before saying something negative about one of your child’s teammates. This includes in the car ride on the way home, where it still puts pressure on YOUR OWN CHILD!!!

REPRESENT OUR PROGRAM

Please refrain from being negative during games towards ANY of the following people: the referees, scorekeepers, coaches (theirs OR ours), their players, and especially your son or daughter. Some of these may seem silly, but I have had to address every one of them in my coaching career at some point. Virtually everything you do makes an impact on your child. Whether that impact is positive or negative is entirely up to you. However, we will not tolerate OTHER children being negatively impacted by your behavior more than once…

PUT YOURSELF IN THE COACH’S SHOES

As a parent, it is your job to do what is best for your child. As coaches, it is our job to do what is best for every child!!! Sometimes, this concept leads to conflicts. Each coach uses his best judgment on teaching, praise, constructive criticism, and most importantly, PLAYING TIME. If you have a legitimate concern, you are welcome to communicate it to a coach. However, we ask that you stop and think about the difficult choices he/she must make repeatedly in every game situation. Fairness, success, victory…these are subjective terms. Sometimes they are in conflict with each other. This program strives to provide a healthy balance, but we are only human. Please try to keep this in mind and remain supportive. Coaches put in a great deal of time and effort and very rarely provided with great financial compensation. Before complaining about the little things, ask yourself: “Is my child having a positive experience that will benefit them later in life, even though the Coach does/doesn’t (place complaint here)?”

IF YOU FEEL THAT THESE GUIDELINES ARE REASONABLE, PLEASE SIGN THE BOTTOM AND RETURN IT TO THE COACHING STAFF. IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION OR A CONCERN, DO NOT HESITATE TO ASK.

I have read the Parental Guidelines handout and agree to represent both my child and Valley Thunder Basketball program in an exemplary manner…

Signed,

_______________________________ Print name_________________

Date:____________

